
Here’s what we did on 

February 3rd, 2020 

 Actually, I wasn’t here today! 

Here are the instructions I left 

for my classes: 

 Read Act I, Scene IV 

together. Then, write two new 

entries in your Character Study 

Sheet. 

 That’s it, beautiful children! 

I’ll (hopefully) see you 

tomorrow! 
 

 

 

 

 



Here’s what we did on 

February 4th, 2020 
1. Warm Up - We began today by reflecting on our New 

Year’s Resolutions (which we made back on 1/7/20). Flip 

back to the new year’s resolutions you made back at the 

beginning of January. Read over them. Then, for today’s 

warm-up, reflect on your progress. What action steps have 

been successful? Which have not? What action steps would 

you like to change? Would you like to change either 

resolution entirely? 

2. After our Brain Smart Start, my students took down some 

definitions. Get these into your Vocabulary Notebook:  
 

 
Continued on next page/back.  



3. Next, we reread Act I, Scene IV of The Diary of 

Anne Frank, answering Wrap Questions as we 

did so. If you were absent, complete these 

questions on your own or with 

partners/teammates from your class.  

1. Stop after line 2030. There is another example 

of dramatic irony here. Explain what it is.  

2. Stop after line 2066. Contrast the way Mr. 

Dussel speaks to Anne with the way Mrs. Frank 

does. What does this reveal about those two 

characters? 

3. Stop after line 2168. Most of this play is 

written in English, but Mrs. and Mr. Frank switch 

to German here. Why might the playwrights 

have done that? 

4. Stop after line 2274. What do Anne’s thoughts 

about herself tell us about who she is?  

These may be answered on an index card or in 

your CB. 

 



Here’s what we did on 

February 5th, 2020 
1. Instead of a typical warm up today, students 

used the first five minutes of class to finish question 

4 from yesterday’s Wrap Questions. Students also 

took this time to get yesterday’s “Here’s What We 

Did” document, as so many were out on the foreign 

language field trip. 

2. After our “Brain Smart Start,” students worked 

with their teams on the first half of a “Prove It” 

Quiz. I presented the class with statements about a 

character, and (with their teams), they found 

evidence to either prove or disprove the statement. 

If you were absent today only, you may join in 

with your team to finish this quiz tomorrow. If you 

are absent both the 5th and 6th, see Mrs. Day for a 

set of questions to do on your own.  

3. Lastly, we read the first half of Act I, Scene V 

together as a class. If you were absent, read up to 

line 2551 to catch up with the class.  

 



Here’s what we did on 

February 6th, 2020 
1. For our Warm Up today, we finished the 

“Prove It” Quiz we started yesterday. If you 

were absent both yesterday AND today, you’ll 

need to complete that quiz on your own. You 

can find a copy of the quiz on the next 

page/back of this page. If you were only 

absent for only one of those days, you will get 

credit for your team’s quiz.  

2. After our “Brain Smart Start,” we finished 

reading The Diary of Anne Frank, Act I, Scene V. 

If you were absent, finish Act I to catch up with 

the class.  

* Today was a really odd day. There was a big 

storm, so a lot of people were absent or left 

early AND 6th period was cancelled. So, both 5th 

and 6th periods will finish Act I and the “Prove 

It” Quiz tomorrow.  



“Prove It” Quiz – For Makeup/Work Zone 

You will either prove or disprove each statement given, using 

evidence from the text.  

Your answer must have: line numbers, a quotation, and your own 

explanation of why those lines prove (or disprove) my statement. 

Example: 

Statement: Mr. Van Daan never thinks of himself, or his own 

wishes. 

Answer: I can disprove that with lines 2692-2694 when he says, 

“I’m sick of seeing that cat eating all our food.” He’s thinking 

about what he wants/needs, not his son’s feelings. 

1. Statement: Mr. Frank looks on the bright side, and helps 

others to do the same. 

Answer: ________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

2. Mrs. Frank is not a peaceful person; she’s often causing 

drama. 

Answer: ________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

3. Anne resents her sister, Margot. 

Answer: ________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

4. Mr. Dussel has a calm, tranquil personality. 

Answer: ________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

5. Mrs. Van Daan doesn’t care much about material things or 

possessions. 

Answer: ________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

6. Anne is thoughtful. 

Answer: ________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 



Here’s what we did on 

February 7th, 2020 
1. We began today with some explanation/clarification 

about the Character Study Sheet. If you were absent, work 
to finish that assignment; here are the notes I had on the board:  

 
2. Next, I explained the expectations and grading rubric for 

the Character Study Assessment. Here are those instructions:  

 
Continued on next page/back of this page 



Here is the grading rubric for the Character Study Assessment: 

 
And here is Mrs. Day’s Model Paragraph (not about a character 

from this play, but following the same instructions/rubric): 

 
 

 

 



Here’s what we did on 

February 10th, 2020 
 1. We had a little fun with words for our warm up today. You don’t have 

to make it up, but what would you have made of these puzzles? 

 
2. After our Brain Smart Start, we used the rest of the period to finish our 

Character Study Sheets and Character Study Assessments. Here are those 

instructions again:  

 



Here’s what we did on 

February 11th, 2020 
1. For our Warm Up today, we set up our Text-to-Film Charts. 

Here’s how to do that:  

 
2. We watched the film (up to the end of their first day in the annex) 

and worked on our “Text-to-Film Analysis.” I will hold make-up 

screenings of the film for students who are absent while we watch it, 

so plan to attend one after school this week! OR, the movie is 

available on Amazon. 

3. We finished with an Exit Ticket, but you do not have to make 

this up if you were absent; the assignment will be excused.  



Here’s what we did on 

February 12th, 2020 
1. I started today by talking a little bit about the “language of film.” Here 

was my slide:  

 
Basically, my point was that if you “speak” the language of film, 

there’s a lot you know without being told, like that a switch between 

shots can signal a time change, or that we’re seeing two people in two 

different places. 

2. To learn more, next, we had a short, self-guided study of film 

techniques. To catch up with the class, go to this website - 

https://www.matrix.edu.au/essential-guide-english-techniques/the-film-

techniques-toolkit/ - and poke around a little bit, following your own 

interests, to learn about some of the language of film. In class, we did a 

“jigsaw” activity, but you can learn on your own! 

2. Next, we watched some more of The Diary of Anne Frank film, working 

on our Text-to-Film Comparison charts as we watched. I will hold make-

up screenings of the film for students who are absent while we watch it, 

so plan to attend one after school this week! OR, the movie is available 

on Amazon. 

https://www.matrix.edu.au/essential-guide-english-techniques/the-film-techniques-toolkit/
https://www.matrix.edu.au/essential-guide-english-techniques/the-film-techniques-toolkit/


Here’s what we did on 

February 13th, 2020 
1. Today, we started with some brain teasers! You don’t 

have to make this up, but could you have figured these 

out?  

1) A man stands on one side of a river, his dog on the 

other. The man calls his dog, who immediately crosses 

the river without getting wet and without using a bridge 

or a boat. How did the dog do it? 

2) A sundial has the fewest moving parts of any 

timepiece. Which has the most? 

3) In 1990, a person is 15 years old. In 1995, that 

same person is 10 years old. How can this be? 

2. We watched a fairly long chunk of the movie today, 

and continued to work on our Text-to-Film Comparison 

Charts.  

As my students watched today, I asked them to start 

thinking about WHY. WHY did an actor deliver a line the 

way they did? WHY did the director choose a specific 

angle for that shot? WHY did the costume designer pick 

that specific outfit?  

Those are the ideas we’ll explore with tomorrow’s 

Text-to-Film Analysis.  



Here’s what we did on 

February 14th, 2020 
1. Our Warm Up for today was a little punctuation game using a special Valentine’s 

Day letter. You don’t have to make this up, but I’m sorry you missed it! 

2. Next, we went over the explanation, rubric, and example of the Text-to-Film Analysis: 

 

 
We ended the day by finishing Act I of the movie and working on that assignment.  

REMEMBER, your Character Study Chart, Character Study Assessment, AND the 

Text-to-Film Analysis (final) are all due on TUESDAY! 
 

Explanation 

Rubric 

Mrs. Day’s 

Model 



Here’s what we did on 

February 18th, 2020 
1. We began today with a warm up designed to be a 

prewriting exercise for the Best and Brightest Essay 

Contest. You don’t have to make up this warm up, but 

DO consider writing an essay! The poster is up in Mrs. 

Day’s room, and she (I) can answer any questions you 

have! 

2. After our Brain Smart Start, we started reading The 

Diary of Anne Frank, Act II, Scene I. Read up to line 432 

to catch up with the class, if you were absent.  

3. Exit Ticket –  

 
 



Here’s what we did on 

February 19th, 2020 
Today I had to deal with the fact that, 

suddenly, a large percentage of my 

students have Ds and Fs because they 

didn’t turn in one or more of our recent 

assignments. So, today was a work day for 

2nd-6th periods (I didn’t see 1st because of 

the Black History Month Assembly).  

Here were the instructions:  

 



Here’s what we did on 

February 20th, 2020 

 

2. After our Brain Smart Start, I talked a bit about denotation and 

connotation. Read these slides, and get the definitions into your 

Vocabulary Notebook.  

    

     
 

Continued Next Page 
 



 

Here’s the 8th grade standard:  

 

3. We finished reading The Diary of Anne 

Frank, Act II, Scene I. Finish reading that 

scene to catch up with the class. We also 

started working on the Act II Wrap 

Questions. If you were absent, get a copy of 

these from the front pocket of the “Here’s 

What We Did” binder.  

4. We finished the day with a shadowbox! 

Obviously, you can’t make that up, but if 

you’re curious ask your classmates about 

the town of Nieuwlande! 
 



Here’s what we did on 

February 21st, 2020 
1. Our warm up today was a quick 

team challenge. You do not need 

to make this up if you were 

absent, but I’m sorry you missed 

it! 

2. After our Brain Smart Start, we 

read The Diary of Anne Frank, Act 

II, Scene II (using the textbook’s 

audio) and worked on our Wrap 

Questions (numbers 1-7). If you 

were absent, read Scene II and 

answer those questions.  
 

 



Here’s what we did on 

February 24th, 2020 
1. We took a Denotations & Connotations Quiz as our Warm Up 

today. Since you weren’t here to work with your team, you’ll have 

to complete this on your own. Get a copy from the front pocket of 

the “Here’s What We Did” binder, complete it, and turn it in to 

Mrs. Day. Remember that you have two days (for every day you’re 

absent) to make up missed work.  

2. After our Brain Smart Start, we read the first half of The Diary of 

Anne Frank, Act II, Scene III. If you were absent, read up to line 

1377 to catch up with the class. Remember to work on your Wrap 

Questions. We’ll finish those in the next couple of days.  

3. Finally, I shared a student exemplar of the Character Study 

Assessment we finished last week. Notice, specifically, the 

elaboration in this student’s answer, and the way the response is 

well-structured (it has an introduction, body, transitions, and a 

conclusion).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Here’s what we did on 

February 25th, 2020 
1. We didn’t have a warm up today, but rather a little 

bit of time to work on our Wrap Questions. 

2. After our Brain Smart Start, I took a bit of time to 

talk about Author’s Perspective and Structure. Here 

are those slides: 

  
 

  
3. Next, we finished our reading of The Diary of Anne 

Frank (Act II, Scenes III, IV and V). We took a little bit of 

time to talk about what happened to the residents of 

the annex after they were taken. To catch up with the 

class, finish your first reading of this play. 
 



Here’s what we did on 

February 26th, 2020 
1. Warm Up - So…what did you think? Did you 

enjoy The Diary of Anne Frank? What about it did 

you appreciate or dislike? Answer in a sentence or 

two.   

2. After our Brain Smart Start, students watched 

my mini-lesson video on how to punctuate titles. 

Please get a half-sheet from the “Here’s What We 

Did” binder (front pocket), and watch this video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k0qJuuESN0

Q, filling in the blanks as you go.  

3. Next, we had time to work on our Wrap 

Questions. These are designed to help you prepare 

for the The Diary of Anne Frank Assessment, so do 

them carefully and conscientiously! 

4. We took the last part of class to create our 

study guides for tomorrow’s assessment. Here is 

that slide. Go back and study the assignments 

listed to prepare for the test! (On Next Page) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k0qJuuESN0Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k0qJuuESN0Q


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Here’s what they did on 

February 27th, 2020 
 Actually, I was out today. I was 

doing observations of members of 

the ELA team! My students took 

their The Diary of Anne Frank 

assessment. If they finished early, 

they also worked on their Wrap 

Questions. If you were absent today, 

like me, please speak to Mrs. Day as 

soon as possible to schedule a time 

to take your test. Remember that 

you have two days (for each day 

you’re absent) to make up missed 

work.  
 



Here’s what they did on 

February 28th, 2020 
 Today, after we smart-started our brains, my 

student took a cold-read quiz on the one-act play 

“Fourteen.” What, Mrs. Day? Two assessments in 

two days? Are you mad? No (I hope). The Diary of 

Anne Frank assessment was supposed to measure 

things like how well you learned dramatic irony, 

dialogue, stage directions, author’s perspective, 

etc. However, did you really learn those things, or 

did you just remember what Mrs. Day said about 

The Diary of Anne Frank? A cold-read quiz like this 

will, hopefully, tell me if you learned the literary 

concepts, or if you only know them as they relate 

to The Diary of Anne Frank. If you were absent 

today, like me, please speak to Mrs. Day as soon 

as possible to schedule a time to take your test. 

Remember that you have two days (for each day 

you’re absent) to make up missed work. 


